
For Immediate Release: 

 

MIDWEST WRITING CENTER TO HOST 13th ANNUAL DAVID R. COLLINS WRITERS’ 

CONFERENCE 

 

What: The David R. Collins Writers’ Conference 

When: Thursday, June 28 - Saturday, June 30, 2018 

Where: McCarthy Hall, St. Ambrose University (518 W. Locust St) Davenport, IA (and other locations)  

 

The Midwest Writing Center (MWC) is thrilled to announce that the annual David R. Collins Writers’ 

Conference will return to St. Ambrose University on June 28 2018.  

 

Attendees will hone their craft in intensive three-day workshops, but will also have the option to participate in 

book pitches, 1-on-1 manuscript critiques, luncheons, a faculty reading and open mic, and a keynote address 

featuring a screening of MOTIONPOEMS Season 8.   

 

This year’s conference offers five workshops, led by a litany of accomplished faculty members:  

 “Intimacy Issues: Writing the Not-So-Personal Personal Essay” with Lyz Lenz 

 “Revving the Machine of Desire: How to Write a Compelling Novel Opening” with Amy Hassinger 

 “Mixology: Fresh Poetry from Source Material” with Lauren Haldeman 

 “Pop + Fizz: Digital Storytelling with Comics + Video” with Lauren Haldeman 

 “Hooking Up: Rethinking the First Few Pages of our Fiction and Nonfiction Narratives” with Keith 

Lesmesiter 

 

Complete course descriptions as well as bios for the conference’s distinguished faculty are available on the 

MWC website: http://www.mwcqc.org/events-opportunities/david-r-collins-writers-conference/.  

 

Paradisiac Publishing and MWC Press will be hearing manuscript pitches during the conference; if you are 

interested in scheduling a pitch session, please contact the MWC in advance; 10-minute sessions with 

Paradisiac Publishing’s Lauren Wood are $20. Additionally, for a $35 fee, all faculty members will be offering 

a limited number of 30-minute 1-on-1 critique sessions. These fill up quickly, so don’t delay in signing up if 

you’re interested.  

 

To supplement the conference, the MWC will be hosting a number of events that will be free and open to the 

public: 

 DRC Conference Keynote Address, featuring MOTIONPOEMS Season 8, Thursday, June 28, 

6:00-8:30 p.m. at Figge Art Museum (225 W. 2nd St. Davenport, IA 52801 | Light hors d’oeuvres 

and cash bar available. 

 DRC Conference Social Mixer, Friday, June 29, 5:30-7 p.m. at Rozz-Tox (2108 3rd Ave. Rock 

Island, IL 61201) | Join other conference attendees, local writers, and some conference faculty to 

enjoy a drink and talk about the conference or writing in general. Drinks are available for purchase. 

 Faculty Reading and Book Signing, Friday June 29, 7-9 p.m. at Rozz-Tox (2108 3rd Ave. Rock 

Island, IL 61201) | Listen to conference faculty reading their work and then, the mic will be opened 

up for reading by conference participants. Drinks are available for purchase. 

http://www.mwcqc.org/events-opportunities/david-r-collins-writers-conference/


The David R. Collins Writers’ Conference has been noted as offering quality writing instruction at affordable 

priceswith a dash of Midwest hospitality. Register today through PayPal at the MWC website 

(www.mwcqc.org), over the phone (309-732-7330), or via email (mwc@midwestwritingcenter.org).  

MWC members who register before June 15th can save up to $45; non-member early bird registrants can save 

up to $30. Accommodations are available for $42 per night in the St. Ambrose University Dormitories. 

David R. Collins Writers’ Conference is made possible through the generous sponsorship of Modern 

Woodman of America (founding sponsor), Regional Development Authority, St. Ambrose University English 

Department, Figge Art Museum, and the Illinois Arts Council Agency through federal funds provided by the 

National Endowment for the Arts. 
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